Graham Baker
Winner, 2009 CHES Hans Burgers Award

Graham Baker is now retired, and enjoys traveling the world. In spite
of no longer having a “real job” in Healthcare Engineering, Graham
still finds time to dedicate his services to the BC Chapter of the
Canadian Healthcare Engineering Society, and has been doing so since
1995. He has served terms in every executive capacity over his 14
year in CHES and has been:

Secretary: 2 years, where he created a formalized approach to
minutes and record keeping
Vice Chair: 2 years where he formalized our provincial conference planning process
Chair: 2 years where he provided dedicated leadership
Past chair: 4 years where he mentored the newbies like me and provided leadership in the
redevelopment of our provincial by-laws and elections
Director PR: 3 years where he was instrumental in providing leadership into the building of bursaries

for local BC universities and colleges that now reach 6 organizations at $10,000 each.
He continues in that role today.

He is active in his community, and has done many things to make CHES stronger on both the provincial
and national levels. In his retirement, he can truly look back and reminisce on his many positive
contributions to Healthcare Engineering and his positive influence on ensuring CHES continues to grow
and remain strong.

Graham was raised in various towns between the larger cities of Southampton and Portsmouth
on the south coast of England. Graham had a yearning for engineering and chose the Royal Fleet
Auxiliary for 10 years after he finished high school. For his formal educational training, he completed 2
years at the Poplar College of Marine Engineering London, 1 year at Stow College of
Marine Engineering Glasgow, Southampton University various 3 month courses, various courses in
Royal Naval Establishments and commercial shipyards in all aspects of Marine Engineering, Firefighting,
controls etc. Graham moved to Canada, in particularly British Columbia in 1970, after considering jobs
in New Zealand, and Vancouver. Graham decided to stay in BC and worked around the province to build
his skill level. He worked at Tahsis Sawmill Tahsis, 15 months , Bulkley Valley Sawmill, Houston, 1
year, Cyprus Anvil Faro 4 months , Hiram Walker Winfield 3 1/2 years, Kelowna General
Hospital, 27 years. During his tenure at the Kelowna General, he was recognized as a leader, and his
portfolio grew to include Engineering and Security for both the Acute and Extended care facilities, and
Housekeeping was added for the last 7 years of his stay there. During that time he also studied and
completed the Canadian Healthcare Association one year program of Departmental Management and
the two year program of Long Term Care Senior Management. He also received the certification of
Executive Housekeeper with the Canadian Administrative Housekeepers Association.

Graham has been very committed to volunteering his leadership and skill to our non profit
organizations. Over the years, Graham has been very active with the BC Chapter of CHES and sat on the
National Board of Directors in his tenure of BC Chapter Chair. He was also very active in providing
leadership in the planning of three national CHES conferences in 1994, 1998, and 2004. Grahams



dedication to the CHES society has promoted it’s continued growth and the respect that comes along
with saying you are associated with CHES. He has truly raised the profile of our organization in BC.



